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Six West and AFTA Announce Student Competition Winners  

 

 

Dublin, Ireland, 6 March 2020 – Six West, a world-leading provider of flight operations 

services to aircraft lessors, airlines and private aviation in collaboration with the Cork-based 

Atlantic Flight Training Academy (AFTA) are delighted to announce the winners of the 

Student Initiative Competition, launched in September 2019.  

 

The competition, which was open to all students in Ireland from transition to sixth year, was 

designed to create awareness of Ireland’s thriving aviation industry and to encourage 
students to consider a career in the field.  

 

The winners, Ben Christy from Mount St. Michael, Rosscarbery, Cork and Evan Banable 

from Sutton Park School, Dublin, impressed the judges with their video entries. Evan’s 
submission focussed on the return of supersonic flight whilst Ben’s proposed a method to 

reduce fuel consumption during taxiing. They have both been awarded a simulator training 

session on a Boeing 737/800 and a flying lesson courtesy of AFTA.  

 

Claire McCarthy, Project Manager at Six West, comments, “The judging panel was deeply 

impressed by the quality of the submissions received and it’s encouraging to see so many 
students taking such a keen interest in aviation. Both of the winners presented innovative 

ideas which sparked debate amongst the judges and I am excited to see what the future has 

in store for these two young men.” 
 

“At AFTA, we are happy to support initiatives that engage and encourage young people to 

consider a career in aviation. This Student Initiative Competition is an example of how 

different areas of the aviation business can collaborate to create awareness of the many 

career options aviation offers. The two winners, Ben and Evan, clearly have a bright future 

ahead of them in aviation and we are looking forward to having them join us here in AFTA 

for their simulator experience and introductory flights”, says Captain Mark J Casey, CEO and 

Head of Training AFTA.  

 

 

   

https://afta.ie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-0cmuP6o4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xr1X-o8gIQM&t=37s
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About Six West  

 

Six West is a world-leading provider of support services to aircraft lessors, airlines and private aviation.   

An aircraft operator of choice, Six West is responsive and predictive, supporting lease transitions, deliveries, 

demonstrations and distressed recovery operations.  

Its groundbreaking AOCs, structured for the evolving demands of today’s global leasing industry, provides 
solutions for previously unavailable lease destinations and unrivalled levels of asset protection. 

With offices in Dublin, Cork, Malta, Hong Kong and the Cayman Islands, and a connected, multi-national team, 

the company has strategically positioned itself to provide its services to a dynamic and global client portfolio. 

Visit: https://sixwestservices.com/ 

 

About Atlantic Flight Training Academy 

 

Atlantic Flight Training Academy, founded in 1995, is Ireland’s largest – and one of Europe’s leading – 

Independent Flight Training Organizations. The Academy, approved by the European Aviation Safety Agency 

(EASA) is based in Cork International Airport, which is renowned as Europe’s number one training airport with 
every conceivable flight training aid available. 

The Academy has been training international cadets for 25 years with more recent contracts including Ryanair, 

Stobart Air & Air Astana, @and Kazakhstan. Equipped with a modern state of the art training fleet of training 

aircraft and simulators AFTA also boasts state-of-the-art B737 800 NG APS MCC flight training devices. 

AFTA has an unrivalled success rate and have trained in excess of 1,800 high-caliber pilot graduates for global 

airlines. Their placement record is strong and we have graduates now working in some of the world’s leading 
airlines including Ryanair, Stobart Air, Air Astana, easyJet, Virgin Atlantic, Flybe, Jet2.com, British Airways, 

Emirates, Etihad Airways, Cathay Pacific, Qatar Airways, Aer Lingus etc. 

For more information about Atlantic Flight Training Academy: visit www.afta.ie or email info@afta.ie 
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